


That is why current within each one of

Dr. Satcher's evoLving priorities is the goaI

of etiminating raciaL disparities in health,

which coincides with President Ctinton's

jnitiatjve to eIiminate health disparities by

2010. This marks the first time in the

history of our nation that we have made the

commitment to eliminate, not just reduce,

some of the heatth disparities between

majority and minority popuLations. The

foLlowing six areas have been targeted as

starting points: cancer, cardiovascular dis-

ease, diabetes, HiV/AIDS, infant mortaLity,

and immunizations.

Dr. Satcher's daughter, Gretchen, the oLd-

est of hjs four chitdren, says that his entire

career had been a preparation for this job.

Her father, she writes in an articLe in San

Jose's City FLight magazine, "[earned very

earty in tife the importance of making the

best heaLth care readi[y avai[abLe for aLI

peopLe. He has emphasized this, not onty as
^ ^L.,-:^i-^ L.,! -r-^ ^a pnysrcran, ouI atSo as a researcner, e0uca-

tor, and administrator. His Iife has been a

testament to the vatues he witL continue to

instiLL in America's hea[th care system."

In many ways Dr. Satcher is an exampte

of the potentiaL that exists in a[[ of

humankind, no matter what station we

are handed in society. David Satcher was

born jn Alabama in 1.941,, the son of poor

farmers. From his youth, Dr. Satcher knew

he wanted to be a doctor. He graduated

from Morehouse CoLlege in AtLanta in 1963,

where he was eLected to Phj Beta Kappa.

He then went on to Case Western Reserve

University in CLeveland to study medicine.

Graduating in 1970 with both a medicaL and

doctoraL degree, he was elected to the

ALpha 0mega Alpha Honor Society.

In 1972, Dr. Satcher went to Los Angeles

where he practiced famity medicine at the

Martin Luther King, Jr. HospitaI in Watts.

He created a free cL'i nic in his church's

basement, making health care accessibte to

members of that underserved community.

He developed and chaired the King-Drew

University Department of FamiLy Medicine;

directed the King-Drew Sickte CelL Disease

Center for six years; and from 1,977 to 1,979,

served as the interim dean of the CharLes R.

Drew Postgraduate MedjcaL Schoot. Whjte at

this post, he negotiated the agreement with

the SchooI of Medjcine, University of

CaLifornia Los Angetes that Led to a medicaL

education program at King-Drew.
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"0ne of his greatest strengths is his wiLL-

ingness to take controversjaI positions if he

believes they are right," says Watter

0renstein, MD, director of the CDC's

NatjonaL Immunization Program. That can

take courage, Dr.0renstein points out,

because it can bring one'i nto conflict with

some quite vocaL groups.

"Dr. Satcher does hjs own investigation,

works through the data, and comes up with

his own conclusions before accepting

change. He [ooks at the scientjfjc evidence

and on that he bases his decisions."

This same principle Ljes behjnd his sup-

port of the controversiaI needLe exchange

program as a way of controtling HIV trans-

mission. Dr. Satcher says he thjnks the best

availabLe science wiLL be accepted even if it

is not aLways potiticatLy popular. "But you

have to make the position cLear, that you

are talking both about the best avaiLable

science and the concerns of the American

peopLe." he says.

There were many other programs over

which Dr. Satcher "stuck his neck out," as

Dr.0renstein puts it. He defended the

Vaccines for Chitdren program and the

NatjonaL Immunjzation Survey against con-

gressionaL and interest group criticism. As a

resuLt of his steadfast support of such pro-

grams as the Chitdhood Immunjzation

initiative, about 90 percent of the natjon's

chj[dren under two years of age have

received their major vaccinations.

"He thinks gLobatLy," says Dr. Huges. "He

pLayed an outstanding Ieadership roLe at the

CDC in defining the threats posed by infec-

tious diseases. He has a sustained commit-

ment to educating poticy makers and the

pub[ic concerning the present and fulure

chatLenges posed by jnfectious diseases and

the important prevention opportunities that

exist, recognizing the need to address these

rt iha nlnhal lovol "

In addition to surveying the food and

bLood suppLy and monitoring threats of

bioterrorism, Dr. Satcher has identified four

areas of gtobaL heatth concern: potio eradi-

cation, emerging and re-emerging infectious

diseases, tobacco prevention and contro[,

and vioLence. This attention has strength-

ened internationaL preventjon and research

efforts in jnfectious djseases and strength-

ened coLlaboration with the WorLd HeaLth

0rganization, the United Nations AIDS

Program. and the World Bank-atl of which

are neccessary to protect peopLe worLdwide.
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