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n a democrat ic  pol i t ica l  system
such as ours,  there is  an inevi -
table conf l ic t  between the ro le of
t he  e lec ted  po l i t i c i an  and  the

exerc ise of  leadership.  Must  pol i t ic ians
represent  only  the v iews of  those who
vote them into office? Can thev soonsor
l eg i s l a t i on  w i t h  wh i ch  many  vo te rs  d i s -
agree and st i l l  get  re-e lected? For  the
successful representative to become the
ef fec l ive legis lator  is  an exerc ise in  po-
l i t i c a l  s k i l l .

I n  t he  24  yea rs  he  was  i n  t he  U .S .
Congress as Democrat ic  representat ive
o f  t he  1  I  t h  D i s l r i c t  o f  F lo r i da ,  Pau l  C ran t
Rogers epi tomized th is  sk i l l .

Mr.  Rogers was e lected in  1955 to a
seat  that  l iad been occupied bv h is  fa-
ther ,  Dwight  L.  Rogers,  who d ied of  a
heart  at tack whi le  s t i l l  in  of f ice.  Af ter
se rv i ce  i n  Eu rope  i n  Wor ld  War  l l ,  he
graduated in 1948 f rom the Univers i ty  of
F lo r i da  a t  Ca inesv i l l e  w i t h  des rees  i n
po l i t i ca l  sc ience  and  l aw .  He  p iac t i ced
Iaw in Palm Beach unt i l  he ran for  Con-
8ress.

Mr.  Rogers began h is  congressional
career  on the Publ ic  Works Commit tee,
but  i t  was the e ight  years he spent  as
chairman of  the House Subcommit tee
on  Hea l th  and  the  Env i ronmen t  t ha t
brought  h im nat ional  recogni t ion as an
innovat ive and hardwork ing leader.

Du r i ng  h i s  yea rs  on  l he  subcommi t -
tee,  Mr.  Rogers had a major  in f luence on
every p iece of  s igni f icant  heal th legis la-
t ion to pass through Congress.  More than
50 separate b i l ls  bear  h is  s tamp, and they
cover such d iverse issues as a id for  the
educat ion of  heal th professionals,  com-
muni ty  heal th centers,  emergency medi-
cal  programs,  food and drug legis lat ion,
communicable d isease contro l ,  and en-
v i  ronmental  leg is lat ion.

Both in  andoutof  CongressMr.  Rogers
was cal led "Mr.  Heal th."  He earned-the
sobr iquet  s ince more heal th and envi -
ronmental  leg is lat ion was passed dur ing

the per iod he chai red the subcommit tee
than had ever been passed before.

Among the more prominent  p ieces of
legis lat ion that  carry the Rogers name are
the Nat ional  Cancer Act  of  1971 and
1977;  Heal th Manpower Tra in ing Act ;
Heart ,  B lood Vessel ,  Lung and Blood
Acl ;  Research on Aging Act ;  Compre-
hens i ve  D rug  Abuse  P reven l i on  and  Con-
t ro l  Actof  1 970;  Medical  Device Amend-
ments of  1976;  Emergency Medical  Ser-
v ices Act ;  Heal th Maintenance Orsani-
za t i on  Ac t ;  C lean  A i r  Ac t ;  Sa le  D r i nk ine
Wate r  Ac t ;  l he  Rad ia t i on  Hea l th  Sa fe t y
Act ;  and the Medicare-Medicaid Ant i -
F raud  and  Abuse  Amendmen ts  o f  1977 .

Both in and out of
Congress Mr. Rogers was

called "Mr. Health."

Comment ing on these and other  leg is-
la t ion passed by Congress dur ing those
years, Mr. Rogers noted that "we were
able to address problems in the heal th
and  env i ronmen ta l  f i e l d  on  a  mer i t  bas i s .
We t r ied to look at  heal th problems,
evaluate them, br ing in  the experts ,  t r ied
to encourage research-basic and c l in i -
ca l - to tack le the problems,  and design
an ef fect ive way to adminis ter  the pro-
grams to get  the best  resul ts .

"One th ing we st ressed was the impor-
tance of  research.  This needs to be con-
t i nua l l y  emphas i zed .  I  am conce rned
that  we not  fa l l  back and de-emphasize
research.  There is  a danger of  that  today,"
he  war .ned .  " l f  you ' re  on l y  t h i nk ing  o f  an
immediate rat io  of  costs to benef i is ,  i t  is
somet imes d i f f icu l t  to  just i fy  funds for
research.  Basic research is  a long- term
investment; if we expect to find treat-
ments and cures for diseases that affect
us-we must  research!"

"He was a master  at  paint ing a land-



scape during congressional hearings,"
commented Stephan Lawton, Mr. Rogers'
chief counselor on the subcommittee
staff .  "He would si t  down with us and
say: 'we're not going to hold a one-day
heari ng j ust to get a head I i ne i n the paper
or some exposure on TV. We're going to
develoo a record. '  He would hold three
weeks of hearings on major issues such
as the Clean Air  Act or on medical  de-
vices. He bent over backwards to ensure
that mi nority views were expressed. What
he taught us was that the opposition
wasn't always wrong."

During his years on the

subcommittee, Mr. Rogers

had a maior influence on

every piece of significant

health legislation to pass

through Congress.

Mr. Rogers developed a reputation for
the sharp, probing quest ioning of wit-
nesses. Many congressional hearings are
devoted to developing the view points of
committee chairs or of  special  interest
groups, but Mr. Rogers alwaYs ques-
t ioned witnesses for the facts.  He de-
manded precise f igures and just i f icat ion
for any assertions witnesses might make.
By doing so, he clar i f ied complex issues
and helped educate both Congress and
the publ ic which, as Mr. Rogers would
say, is what hearings are for.

One health message that Mr. Rogers
has always carr ied with him is preven-
t ion. "We tr ied to emphasize this,"  he
said. He added thal our health care sys-
tem reacts to i I l ness, but "besides care for
the sick, we need medical services to
help prevent i l lness in the f i rst  place. We
must change from curative treatments to
a svstem of oreventive medicine."

Much remains to be done, Mr. Rogers
oointed out. "lt is absurd for us to have
done the research and developed pre-
vent ive tools that wi l l  save mil l ions, in-
deed bi l l ions of dol lars in the future and
not use those tools effectively," he said.
As an example, he ci ted the fai lure of
immunizat ion programs to reach the en-
t i re populat ion, and is scornful  of  those
who would economize by reducing the
funds for such programs. "Costs are going
to rise as soon as these preventable dis-
eases crop up again. I f  you do nothing in
prevent ive medicine and nothing in re-
search, health costs wi l l  inevi tably in-
crease."

Mr. Rogers retired from Congress in
1979, and returned to pract ic ing law in
the Washington, D.C. f i rm of Hogan and
Hartson, where he retains his act ive in-
terest in health. "As a private citizen he
demonstratesthesame leadership in shap-
ing health care for the benefit of all
Ar irer icans as he did during the years he
was in Congress," said Leon C. Smith,
MD, president of the Nat ional Founda-
t ion for lnfect ious Diseases (NFID).

"Basic research is a

Iong-term investment; if

we expect to find

treatments and cures for

diseases that affect us-we

must research!"

Mr. Rogers is also Chairman of the
Board of Trustees for the NFID, but this is
only one of many posts he holds that
inf  luence health care in the United States.
He was a dr iv ing force behind the devel-
ooment of the Nat ional Counci l  on Pa-
t ient Information and Educat ion, and he
is Chairman of i ts Board of Directors.
Since i ts establ ishmentin 1982, this coa-
l i t ion of health professionals,  consumers,
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and pharmaceut ica l  manufacturers has
played a major  ro le in  the educat ion of
physic ians,  other  heal th care providers.
and the publ ic  about  heal th issues par-
t icu lar ly  regarding prescr ipt ion medi_
c  I  nes .

Mr.  Rogers co-chai rs  the b ipar t isan
Nat ional  Leadership Coal i t ion for  Heal th
C a r e ,  i s  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l
Osteoporosis  Foundat ion (NOF),  is  a
founding d i rector  of  the Amer ican Fed-
erat ion for  Aging Research,  is  Board
Chairman ol  The Scr ipps Research lns l i -
t u l e ,  and  i s  a  Boa rd  Member  o f  t he
Amer ican Cancer Society.  In  addi t ion.
he serves on advisory boards or  counci ls
o f  t he  f o l l ow ing  un i ve rs i t i es :  Ha rva rd
School  of  Publ i i  Heal th;  Univers i tv  of
Pennsylvania Medical  Center ;  Washine-
ton Univers i ty  School  of  Medic ine;  UnI_
vers i ty  of  Vi rg in ia Heal th Science Coun_
ci l ;  Johns Hopkins Board of  Advisors;
Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Ch i cago  Counc i l  f o r  t he
Div is ion of  the Bio logical  Sciences and
the Pritzker School of"Meclicine; and the
Amer ican Academy of  Neurology Edu_
ca t i on  &  Resea rch  Founda t i on .  Mr .
Rogers is  a lso a member of  the Inst i tu te of
Medic ine of  the Nat ional  Academv of
Sciences.

"Costs are going to rise as
soon as these preventable
diseases crop up again. If

you do nothing in
preventive medicine and

nothing in research,
health costs will

i n ev i tab I y i n c rease.,,

1993 Alber t  Lasker  Award for  publ ic
Serv ice;  the 1994 AphA Hugo Schaefer
Award;  rhe 1994 Al l ied Sieni l  Achieve_
men l  Award  i n  Ag ing ;  t he  1994  D is t i n_
guished Leadership Award f rom the Uni_
vers i ty  of  F lor ida Heal th Sciences Cen_
ter ;  andthe 1995 NOF LeadershipAward.
A p p r o x i m a l e l y  l 5  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a v e
awarded honorary degrees to Rogers.

,  "Wh".n 
deal ing wi th-  issues thaicome

belorethese bodies,  a fe l low board mem_
ber commented that  Mr.  Rogers is  a lways
eminent ly  fa i r :  "He l is tens" to a l l  s ides. , '
For  those s i t t ing in  loday 's  Congress,  the
publ ic  career  o i  Paul  G.  Rogers"has more
lhan a iew lessons."We're not going to hold

a one-day hearing just to
get a headline in the

paper or some exposure
on TV. We're going to

develop a record.',

Honors conferred on Mr. Rogers in_
clude the Publ ic  Wel fare Medal  f iom the
Nat ional  Academy of  Sciences;  the I  991
Heal th Pol icy Award f rom the Nat ional
H e a l t h  L a w y e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  t h e
Founde rs 'Award  f rom lhe  Na t i ona l  Coa_
l i t ion for  Cancer Research in  1992;  the


