
It's a Lrng journey fi.om New York's South llronr

to Washingl.on. D.C., irorrr r:hildhootl to becoming

thc top rnilitary offir.t:r.in the lration and arlvisor trr

thrce presiclents. It's cven longer when you are a

lrlack man. 'fhat 
is tht: journt:y tahcn lry Cetreral

Co[in L. ['orvell, this year's recipit:nt of the Jimmy

and llrsalr,nn Carter Award for Hur.nanitarian

Contrillrtions to the Tlealth of Hunrankinrl,

lrrt:sented ltv thc National Fountlatiun for

Inlt:ctious l)iseases.

Whor Gen. Porvcll retired lrun the Amry irr

l99iJ, he harl lteen the yorrngest r:haimratr of the

.Ioint Chiefs of Sta{T anrl harI hcltl the highesr

military position in tht: I)elrar.ttrrent of f)efense.

ALrng the way" ht: harl t:arned live r.ombat rnerlals,

inclutling tht Bronze Stal anrl the Prrrplr: H(,art-

aftr:r lreing wounderl rhrring his {irst assignnrerrt

itt Vir.lrrarrr-irr arlditiorr lo r.er.r.ir irrg nrrrn"r',,1r.

other nrilitarv antl civilian arvar.tls.

Fryw1l,

Gel. Porvell ryas lrnrn in New Yrrr.h (lit,y in l9ll7.

His parents, Lrrther and Mautl Prxvell, lrad emigrat-

t:t1 lrorn Jarrraica 20 years lieforo. His fathcr was

a shilrping clcrh in Nerv Yorh's garm{rnt clistrict: his

nrother was a seamstl.oss. "They dirln't earn mur.h

rrroney" but it w:rs cnoug-lr to provirle us with the

ner:essities of lile," their son recalls. "The g-reertest

gili nr,v parents g:rv(] llle rvas their uncontlitional

love antl a sel of values, inchlling an unclerstanding

of the diflerent:e lretrveen right antl wrong, a l)elief

irr (lod, antl the irnportance of harrl worh and erlu-

c:rtior) . "

As a collt:ge sturlent at the Citv (iollege of New

Yorh (CCNY), Colin Powr:ll was firrturrate in iinding

that thc nrarl to national lt:adershilr lay in milit:u.y

servit'e. "Mine is the stor.y of a black hirl with no

ear'ly pronrise ft'om a fantily of limitetl means. r,ho

sornchor. r'ose to ber:ornt: national security atlvisor

to the lrrcsirkrnt of the Unitcd Statr:s antl then







Powell continued f rom poge I

Too many of today's kids are not getting the same

kind of nurturing environment, he explains. Too

many are growing up in dyslunctional {'amilies; too

many are being lost to child abuse and street vio-

lence. Too many are having children while they are

still children themselves. "In the past three and a

half years," he says, "I have seen children and

young people who are in desperate need of the bare

essentials required to pave the way to becoming

successful adults."

He remembers how, as a boy, education

was regarded as the escape hatch, "the way up

and out for 
'West 

Indians." ancl he worries about

the quality of youngsters' eduoation today.

"They are growing up unable to {ind their places

in today's complex, in{ormation-driven economy.

Too many are heading for stunted lives of depen-

dency or crime and are in real danger of losing

faith in the lrromise of 4meriea.

"The results are all around us," he says.

"Drug addiction, crime, and lack of discipline, are

creating a cancer in our society." The devastating

result is that a large number of our young people,

as many as 15 million, he estimates, are not being

prepared fbr the future. They are in danger of

being lost for good unless the more fortunate

among us step forward and lend a hand.

Under Gen. Powell's leadership, the Philadelphia

summit set forth five basic resources that our

young people need to become successful adults.

They are as follows:

oAn ongoing relationship with a caring

adult or mentor;

a Safe places to learn and grow during

non-school hours;

rA healthy start and a healthy future;

. A marl<etable shill throueh effective

education; ancl

. An opportunity to give back through

community service.

These resources will be made available

to at least two million youths by the end

of the century, he claims. By mounting a campaign

called America's Promise, Gen. Powell lilans to

redeem the Philadelphia pledge. However, he

warns, 'uAmerica's Promise can not restore the civil

society by itsel{, but rallying Americans around a

campaign to help young people get a decent start in

life is a big step in the right direction."


