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from t963 untit his election to Congress in r98o practiced

law in Evanston, lttinois. During that time he served three

terms in the lttinois House of Representatives where he

was praised for his leadership and legislative skills. In six

years he steered 5o separate bitts-a record number-to

final House passage without a single defeat.

ln ry78 Mr. Porter ran for Congress against the in-

cumbent, a wetl-known and able Democrat, Abner

Mikva. "Abner won the election, by 65o votes out of

r89,ooo votes cast. But it was a campaign where we

had debates on reaI issues and where we respected

one another. We didn't engage in negative character

assassination that seems to be the coin of today's po-

titicaI campaigns," comments Mr. Porter.

Four months after that election Mr. Mikva was ap'

pointed to the FederaI bench and resigned his seat in

Congress. The vacancy was filled by a speciaI election

that Mr. Porter won.

ln r98r, after the 1980 elections, Bob Michel of ltti-

nois became the House Repubtican leader. He had

served on the House Committee on Appropriations'

and was the ranking Republican on the Subcommittee

on Labor, Heatth and Human Services and Education.

"That seat was an lttinois seat, Bob was coming off

the committee, I was the newest Repubtican. So, with

Bob's help, after only one year in Congress-very un-

usual at that time-l got appointed to the appropria-

tions committee and the subcommittee on Health and

Human Services and Education and the subcommittee

on Foreign Operations, my two first choices. I hap-

pened to be at the right place at the right time"'

Mr. Porter served on the subcommittee for 20 years.

In the course of hearings he was exposed to the NIH and

became impressed with the work the Institutes sup-

t0

ported as we[[ as the work at the Centers for Disease

ControI and Prevention. "l became a very strong sup-

porter of funding for the NIH and the CDC. Health, as an

issue, was very important to me," says Mr. Porter.

Every year, in addition to the administration's testi-

mony, the sub-committee holds hearings for public

witnesses. "We had five days or more of public testi-

mony. A lot of the sub-committees don't do anything

tike that but Labor H [Mr. Porter uses the shorthand

CongressionaI term for the subcommittee's tengthy ti-

ttel has always done this.

"We'd hear from these witnesses about how dis-

eases affected them. There were many stories, but

here is one. There was a woman probabty in early 5o's

accompanied by a gentleman whom she introduced as

her husband. He had been a test pilot for the Navy, she

said. 'Then,' she recounted, 'four years ago, in his late

4o's he began showing signs of Alzheimer's disease'

Today he doesn't know who I am. He can expect to live

for 35 years and of course l'm going to take care of

him. But he doesn't know who I am.'

"Talk about touching your heart," said Mr. Porter.

ln addition, every year, the subcommittee, woutd

bring Nobel Laureates to spend the entire day with the

committee members. "lt was an opportunity to hear their

thoughts about where medical research was going and

they were awe-inspiring sessions," comments Mr' Porter'

ln 994, in the wal<e of the Republicans taking con-

trot of the House, Mr. Porter's seniority gained him the

chairmanship of the subcommittee. "l had the choice

of being chair of Foreign Operations or Labor H. I chose

Labor H because it has the largest lurisdiction of att

and is second onty to defense in appropriated funds. lt

has so many important programs that touch human be-
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ings not onty in the US but around the world that to me

it was the obvious choice."

At the time deficits were running around $z8o bit-

lion and in response the Repubticans passed a very

tight budget resolution which catted for cutting the NIH

budget by 5% each year for five straight years. "Our ap'

propriation was $Zo bittion and I had to cut it to $61

bittion. Franl<ly I thought it was insane.

"l went to see to Newt Gingrich and told him that

the most important thing we have to do is protect NIH

and CDC funding. I tool< with me five researchers and

three chief executives of biotech and pharmaceutical

comoanies. We tatked to him for about an hour and he

Iistened carefu[[y, as they explained why these cuts

would be devastating to medicaI research. At the end

of the session, Mr. Gingrich said:'l thinkwe have made

a mistake.'That gave me the room to put increases into

the NIH budget-my first budget.

"We marl<ed up the bitt and took it to get Mr. Gin-

grich's agreement-the way we proceeded in those

days. We had cut or ftat funded every one of the 8oo

line items, there were no increases except two-a 5.2%
increase for NIH and a smatI increase for CDC. But we

realized that, given the budget situation, there it would

be warfare when the bitt went to the floor. The mem-

bers would lool< at the increase for NIH and want to

tal<e pieces out of it. lt wouldn't [ast."

Mr. Porter's response was to do something un-

precedented. He tool< the funding increases for NIH and

CDC out of the appropriations bitt and put it into a sep-

arate piece of [egislation. With the approval of Speal<er

Gingrich, and Robert Livingston, the chairman of the

appropriations committee on the House side and with

the agreement of key Republicans and Democrats and

at[ supporters of medicaI research, he got them to sign

off on his proposa[.

"We pushed it through the House, got it through

the Senate and on the President's desk for signature

before the budgetary wars erupted," Mr. Porter said.

"ln the end of the next year I got a 6.9"/o increase for

NIH and the third year a 7.f/" increase-remember we

were stit[ running deficits at the time. In the fourth year

we began the process of doubting the NIH budget. That

was a tough concept but we got a r5% increase in that

fourth year and a r5% increase in the 5th year and a

r57o increase in zoor, my last year in Congress."

Under Republican conference rules committee

chairmanships are term limited so Mr. Porter had to

give up his chairmanship. "So, I said mysetf, l'd [ike to

begin a whole new career, trying to impact this priority

for the future."

On leaving Congress, Mr Porter joined the Washing-

ton law firm of Hogan and Hartson where he concen-

trates on health law and education issues. He contin-

ues his interest in medical research and heatth poticy

as a director of Research! America and of the Founda-

tion for the NationaI Institutes of Heatth and as chair-

man of an Institute of Medicine committee on the Fu-

ture Rotes of Academic Health Centers.

He says: "l lil<e to say that I'm now trying to

inftuence the things I used to controt."
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