





The American College of Physicians - the oldest pro-
fessional medical organization in the country - welcomed
Dr. Offit as a Fellow in 2003. The following year he was
the recipient of the Maurice R. Hilleman Chair in Vacci-
nology at the University of Pennsylvania School of
Medicine. Dr. Hilleman, one of Paul’s mentors, developed
numerous essential vaccines that, according to the New
York Times, saved tens of millions of lives. Dr. Hilleman
was the NFID’s Maxwell Finland Award for Scientific
Achievement recipient in 1998.

In 2006, the Food and Drug Administration approved
RotaTeq*—a live, oral pentavalent vaccine containing five
rotaviruses. In recognition of his 25-year quest to develop
the rotavirus vaccine, Dr. Offit received the 2006 Jonas
Salk Bronze Medal from the Association for Professionals
in Infection Control and Epidemiology, the 2008 Luigi
Mastroianni Clinical Innovator Award and the 2009
William Osler Award from the University of Pennsylvania
School of Medicine.

In 2009 he received NFID’s Charles Mérieux Award
and was also named Humanitarian of the Year by the
National Meningitis Association. Also that year he was
honored by the American Academy of Pediatrics and by
Bill and Melinda Gates at their Foundation’s Living Proof
Project for Global Health.

“It’s gratifying to know that people recognize those —
and I'm one of many, I think—who are willing to stand up
for good science,” he said in 2011, when he won the
Humanitarian Award from the Biotechnology Industry
Organization. Standing up for good science, he said,
sometimes is like “leaning into a left hook.”

In 2012, Dr. Offit was elected to the Institute of
Medicine of the National Academies of Medicine.

To educate the public on the virtues of vaccines and
other medical matters, Dr. Offit has written many books,
including The Cutter Incident: How America’s First Polio
Vaccine Led To Today’s Growing Vaccine Crisis; Vacci-
nated: One Man’s Quest to Defeat the World’s Deadliest

Diseases; Autism'’s False Prophet: Bad Science, Risky
Medicine, and the Search for a Cure; Deadly Choices: How
the Anti-Vaccine Movement Threatens Us All; and this
year’s Do You Believe in Magic? The Sense and Nonsense of
Alternative Medicine. He has also published more than 140
papers in medical and scientific publications, primarily on
rotavirus-specific immune responses and vaccine safety.
In addition he is a co-editor of Vaccines, a leading
textbook on immunization.

Paul Offit, says Mr. Samant, “is a most appropriate
candidate for the Maxwell Finland Award for his broad
influence on the pediatric vaccine field, from his develop-
ment of the life-saving rotavirus vaccine, to his exemplary
pediatric practice, to his staunch support of childhood
immunizations against zealous opponents. His insightful
and approachable style of writing has helped bridge the
gap between medical research and the general public. His
legacy must include both the hundreds of thousands of
lives already saved by the rotavirus vaccine, and the
millions more that will be saved by his advocacy for
prudent vaccine policy.”
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