Adetokunbo O. Lucas, MD

RECIPIENT OF THE 2013 JIMMY AND ROSALYNN CARTER HUMANITARIAN AWARD

r. Adetokunbo “Ade” Lucas, recipi-

ent of the 2013 NFID Jimmy and Ros-

alynn Carter Humanitarian Award,

was nominated by none other than

President and Mrs. Carter.
Seconding the choice, Dr. Mark L. Rosenberg, President
and ceo of the Task Force for Global Health Inc., says that
Dr. Lucas has made “extraordinary humanitarian contribu-
tions to improving the health of people in his own country
of Nigeria, throughout Africa, and indeed, throughout the
world. His early career was marked by outstanding scien-
tific productivity and this was followed by many years of ex-
traordinary generosity and tireless advocacy for the forma-
tion and application of public health policy.”

Over the past 5o years, Dr. Lucas has been involved with
nearly every public health issue in Nigeria. “From medical
research to health policy,” Rosenberg says, “he has made
important contributions at the local, national and global
levels in the area of infectious diseases, chronic diseases,
maternal mortality and safe motherhood.”

By focusing on a wide range of infectious diseases during
his early career, he helped pave the way to the current resur-
gence of attention being paid to the neglected tropical dis-
eases. “His work led to the development of new strategies
for the control of schistosomiasis and onchocerciasis, in-
volving mass drug administration that has benefitted hun-
dreds of millions of people,” Dr. Rosenberg says.

For 10 years Dr. Lucas directed the Tropical Diseases
Programme of the World Health Organization, and was
instrumental in combating six major tropical diseases—
malaria, schistosomiasis, the trypanosomiases, the leish-
maniases, the filariases and leprosy. He coordinated net-

works of cooperating scientists, institutions and industry
representatives and, Dr. Rosenberg says, he “brought about
many scientific advances as well as the development of new
and improved technologies such as multiple drug therapy
for the control of leprosy.”

For his part, Dr. Lucas wrote in his autobiography that
those ten years were the best of his life with the most chal-
lenging professional assignment in his career.

Eradicating Diseases

Over the decades, Dr. Lucas has served on many boards and
panels, including the Governing Board of the Global Fund
for Fighting a1ps, Tuberculosis and Malaria. He has also
been on the International Task Force for Disease Eradi-
cation, which was formed at The Carter Center in the late
1980s to evaluate the prevention and control of some dis-
eases and the eradication of others.

The Task Force, “composed of scientists and notable in-
ternational health organizations from around the world,” Dr.
Rosenberg says, “has identified seven diseases that could be
eradicated—dracucunliasis, poliomyelitis, mumps, rubella,
lymphatic filariasis, cysticercosis and measles, as well as sev-
eral others that can be eliminated—and regularly reviews
and comments on progress toward eradication.”

Itis fitting, Dr. Rosenberg continues, “that Dr. Lucas has
served on this Task Force since its inception, because he
has contributed many of the advances that have made the
elimination of these diseases possible.”

When The Carter Center called for a cease fire among the
disputing parties in Sudan’s civilwarin 1995 to allow health
workers to attack guinea worm and other diseases plaguing
people of the region, President Carter says, Dr. Lucas “eval-






From 1986 he oversaw the Carnegie Corporation’s grant
program that promoted maternal health and developed
strategies for reducing maternal mortality in West Africa
and other countries. And in 1987 he helped plan a confer-
ence on “Safe Motherhood” in Nairobi—the event that
kick-started the global programs aimed at preventing ma-
ternal mortality.

He is co-author with H.M Gilles of the textbook, Public
Health Medicine for the Tropics. He has published numerous
papers and contributed to many other textbooks and med-
ical journals.

Dr. Lucas has served on the advisory boards of national
and international organizations, including the Rockefeller
Foundation, the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation, the
Wellcome Trust Scientific Group on Tropical Medicine,
and Bill and Melinda Gates” Children’s Vaccine Program.
He is also a Fellow of the Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists—awarded by the College in recognition of
Ade Lucas’ contributions to research and training in ma-
ternal health.

Along the way, Dr. Lucas has received honorary degrees
from many universities. Tulane University awarded him a
Doctor of Science degree in 1986 “publicly acknowledging
your enormous contributions toward improving the health
and well-being of people worldwide.” And Emory Univer-
sity bestowed a Doctor of Science degree on him in 1987
“for his remarkable effectiveness in marshalling scientific
and human resources in the war to conquer diseases in de-
veloping nations.”

He has also won a long shelf full of awards, including the
Order of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in 1983, Harvard’s
350th anniversary Medal in 1986, and the Prince Mahidol
Award in 1989. In 1988 he was elected as a foreign associ-
ate of the Institute of Medicine of the U.S. National Acad-
emy of Sciences.

From 1990 to 1995, Dr. Lucas was a professor of Interna-
tional Health at Harvard University. He continues his affili-
ation with the university’s School of Public Health as an ad-

junct professor. He was profiled with 12 other distinguished
scientists in the 1996 book, Disease Fighters Since 1950.

And he continues his battle against neglected tropical
diseases to this day. In early 2012, Dr. Lucas wrote in African
newspapers that there is “reason to hope that we may soon
see a future free of these diseases.”

The solutions may be closer than ever because of the
combined efforts of global health groups, bilateral donors,
pharmaceutical firms, private foundations and representa-
tives from NTD-endemic countries. “Working together,” Dr.
Lucas observed, “these organizations have created a real op-
portunity to help hundreds of millions of people affected by
these terrible diseases build self-sufficiency. Their innova-
tive partnership is changing how we approach global health
problems and will increase the impact of previous NTD pro-
grams, building on tremendous progress so far.”

He added, “T have spent decades fighting against neg-
lected tropical diseases. In my 80 years,  have hoped to see
adaywhen these neglected diseases will no longer blight the
lives of the poor communities in Africa and worldwide.
With this new innovative partnership, I see a light at the end
of the tunnel.”

In September, 2012, Dr. Lucas received a Lifetime
Achievement Award from the usaID’s Neglected Tropical
Diseases Program.

In his memoir, Dr. Lucas tells of courting his wife, Kofo,
for 20 years before marrying her 54 years ago. They even-
tually had four children and six grandchildren. He contin-
ues to enjoy alifelong love of playing classical music on the
organ.

“What is the most striking about Dr. Lucas’ contribu-
tions has been his ability to help translate research into prac-
tice, and the incredible energy he has invested in making
sure that science serves the health and development of those
people in the greatest need,” says Dr. Rosenberg.

Ade Lucas, President Carter adds, “is certainly one of the
most deserving individuals we know of for the Jimmy and
Rosalynn Carter Humanitarian Award.”





