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ne  o f  t he  n ros t  s i gn i f l can t  a reas  o f  r nec l i ca l

ach rcvcn rcn l  c l r u . i ng  t hc -  l as t  cen tu r v  has  been  t l _ re
c l eve lopn rcn t  o1 '  r . acc i ncs  aga ins t  r na jo r  c l i seases

s r - r c i r  as  r I i  ph  t he l i a ,  pe r - t t r s s i s ,  ; r o i  i on - r . r , e I i t i s ,

r neas les , ' ' t r bc ] l a ,  pneL ln rococca l  pne t rmon ia ,  anc l
hepat i t is  I l .  \ 'acci r . res t l . rat  prer . .cnt  t l . resc c l iscascs
i l le  no\ \ '  r 'orr t inel .1.  t rsccl  in tJevelopccl  countr ics.
lSu t  r nan .1 .  o l ' t hesc  uc l r . , ances  a re  no t  r eac l . r i ng  t he
pcop le  x , ho  neec l  t hcn r  t he  rnos t .

\  s i ; l n i l i . ; r r r t  r r r r r l  p i o 1 1 1 s 1 . j n c  s r r l ,  t ( , \ v a r . ( l s

c losing th is g.rp has L,ee,r  t r tken [ r . t .  t l - r is . , , ,g;1r- ,s r . ._
c ip ier-r ts  o1' the .J i rnnr. r ,  ancl  lLos:r l . r ,nn Carter

, ' \u: r rc l  l i r r  I l t rmani tar i : rn Cor.r t r ibt r t ions to the
H e i L i t h  o l  H u r n u n l i i n c l ,  \ \ / i l l i . r r n , , l l i l l , ,  H .  C a t c s
l l I  anc l  h i s  u  i l ' e  r \ \ c l i n c l a  l . - r , e r . r ch  Ca tes .

I n  l c l 98  t l i l l  anc l  r \ \ c l i n c l a  C ;L res  r l o r . r a ted : t I 00

n ' r i l l i on  t o  c rea te  t hc  Ch i l d ren ' s  V i r cc - i ne  p rog r -an_ r

u  i t h  t hc '  gc ra l  o f  i r r r n r - r r - r i z i ng  ch i l c l r cn  n .o r . l c lw , i c l e

aga rns t  r . acc . i ne  p r cvcn tab le  r l i see rses .

r \ . r , e : u -  l a t c r ,  t hc  B i l l  c t  N le l i nc l a  Ga tes  [ . . oun_
r l a t i c ' r n  announccc l  a  g ran t . , 1  $250  n r i l l i on  ove r . ,
l l ve - . r ' ea l  pe r i od  t o  cs tab l i sh ' l ' he  Vacc ine  l . - unc l .
I n  Janu : r r - r '  9000 ,  an  i n t c l na t i ona l  co l l i t bo r . a t i ve

c ' l 1b r t  kno rvn  as  t he  G loba l  , \ l l i ancc  l b r  V i t c c i nes
and  I  r n  r n  u  n  i za t i on  ( ( )AV I  )  r v i Ls  an  nounccc l .

S i n c e  t h c n ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o l  s e v e r . a l  c o u n t l i c s

i nc l uc l i ng  t he  Un i t ed  S t i L t c , s ,  I J r . i t a i n ,  Can : r c l a ,
' l 'h  

e N et  h cr ' l  : r r . r  ds,  I )er . r  rnar l . ,  anc, l  Nor-r , r ,ar ,  l - r : rv .

con t r i bu ted  t o  sL rppo r t  t hc  u ,o r l i  o l ' t l - r e  a l l i ancc ,

wi th nrore '  pJecJgcs on thc u.ay.  
. l .hc 

Vaccinc

Fund  non ,  f o l a l s  n ro r c  t h . r n  $  I  b i l l i on .

I n  ac l c l i t i on  t o  na t i o r . r : r l  gove rnn ren t s ,  pa l t ne rs
i n  t he  g l oba l  : r l l i ance  i nc l uc l e  : r  n t r n r t r e r . c , l  r c_

sea rch  and  pub l i c  he : r l t h  i r - r s r i t u f i o r - r s ,  t he  Roc -ke_

t c l l e r  Fo i - r n r l a t i on ,  UN IC i . _F - ,  t he  Wor l c l  I Jank ,

WI  tO ,  anc l  t l . r e  I n l e rna t i ona l  l . ' c c l c ra t i o r - r  o f  I ) ha , -
m a c c r-r t i c a I r\'I a r-r r-r 1)r c t r-r re rs A s s o c i :r t i o r.r s.

The G.\VI  boarcl  is  in ef l 'ect  the ovcr.s ig l . r t

g l oup  f b l  t h i s  e l } b r . t .  r \ n  i ndepencJcn t  r ev i c r . , ,

con r rn i f t ee  o l  deve lop i , r g  coL rn f r . \ ,  hca l t h  expe r t s
assesses proposals sr-rLrnr i t ted to Gr\ \ / l  b.y thc
coun t r i es  ancJ  p r csen t s  i t s  { i r r c l i ngs  t o  t he  CAVI
boa r - c l ,  w ,h i ch  i n  t u rn  r na t l <es  i t s  r ccomrncn t l a t i o r r s

to 
- fhe 

Vaccinc Fur-rc l .
' l - h ro r rgh  

t hc  enc l  o l  l a s t . r , ea r r . ,  r he  f l r s t  f  u l l

1 , ea r  o l ' l ' he  Vacc i r - r e  [ , ' unc l ' s  ope la t i ons ,  i t  ap_
p love t l  f i r n t l i ng  an .a r r l s  t o t : r l i r r g  nca r l . y  $c300
rn i l l i on  ove r  l i v c . vc l r s  1o  52  r . r a t i . r - r s  i n  Ap r i ca ,
As ia ,  i t u rope ,  a rnc l  t he  Amer i c : r s .  T \ r . e l ve  nu t i r : r r s
havc  recc i vec l  t he i r  f i r s t  sh i p r r - r e r . r t s  o l ' h cpa t i t i s

B  vacc ine  anc l  ano the r  J0  r . v i l l  r ece i vc  t hen . r  i n
2002 .  \ \ / o l k i ng  f h l ough  p r - r r chas ing  ag rce r ren t s



with manufacturers, GAVI and the Fund have

committed to purchase hundreds of mil l ions of

doses ofvaccines.

The award process channels resources to de-

veloping country health systems so that approxi-

mately 980/o of the Vaccine Fund's current re-

sources go direct ly to the countr ies, according to

the GAVI Secretariat. Based on the strength o{'

the individual country's programs and their

needs, support by The Vaccine Fund can take

the fbrm of financial assistance to strengthen the

health infrastructure or providing funds for

newer, under-used vaccines such as hepatitis B

and Haemophilus inf luenzae g'pe b.

GAVI points out that currently used vaccines

save more than 5 million lives annually but an-

other three mil l ion die because they lack access

to immunization. Measles alone ki l ls nearly one

million children every year.

"The power of GAVI is in the col laboration

between the partners. When you have UN agen-

cies, industr ial ized country do.rors, vaccine man-

ufacturers, and developing country health

officials all sitting around the same table, public

health programs can be much more effective,"

says Carol Bellamy, chair of GAVI's board.

"None of this would have happened if it hadn't

been for Bi l l  Gates," she adds in a comment to a

newspaper reporter. Bellarny is executive direc-

tor of the United Nations Children's Fund

(uNrcEF).
The Bil l  & Melinda Gates Foundation ini-

t iat ives to increase immunization levels in devel-

oping countr ies are coming at a crucial t ime. A

recent report by the US General Accounting

Off ice, for erample, notes that while immuniza-

tion coverage fbr the six diseases originally tar-

geted by the WHO (hepati t is B, Haemophilus

influenzae type b, TB, DTP, polio, and measles)

has improved signif icantly since the l9Z0s in

sub-Saharan Afr ica, immunization coverage de-

cl ined during the 1990s. ln 1997, less than a

third of the chi ldren were immunized against

these six diseases, the GAO stated. The report

also notes that UNICEF spent $51.5 mil l ion on

immunization in 1998, one-third less than the

agency spent in 1990.

Several fbctors are limiting the availabiligz of

vaccines for chi ldren in the developing world.

One is the relat ively high cost of addit ional vac-

cines now recommended by the WHO, such as

hepati t is B. In addit ion, a major roadblock is an

inadequate  hea l th  in f ' ras t ruc tu re  in  many coun-

tries. GAVI has stated that if countries are to re-

ceive continued funding they must demonstrate

progress with the funds they receive, such as im-

proved immunization rates.

For example, The Nerp York Tintel wrote in

January 2002 that "some of the nations that had

fal len furthest behind, including Nigeria and

much of East Afr ica, are again mounting aggres-

s i v e  v a c c i n a t i o n  c a m p a i g n s . "

The Timel editorial continued: "The Vaccine

Fund is also trying to solve a perennial obstacle

by providing incentives to industry to make vac-

cines and sell them cheaply. The fund is stimulat-

ing production and bringing down prices by as-

suring rnanufacturers of a market and giving
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t l ' rem long-term contracts. ' fhe 
Fund is also plan-

ning to spend rnoney on a f inal push to bring to

market vaccines in the late stages of develop-

n-rent, including one fbr viral diarrhea."

Many regard i t  as a revolut ionary step in in-

te rna t iona l  hea l th .  "Noth ing  l i ke  th is  has  been

tr ied befbre. I  don't  think I 'm overstat ing i t  to

say that this could be the most irnportant thing

that has happened in global health, at least in n5r

l i f 'et ime," Dr. Wil l iam Foege said in recent inter-

view. Dr. Foege, fbrmerly director of the US

Centers fbr Disease Control and Prevention and

executive director of the Carter Center in At-

lanta, advises GAVI on strategies that can be

useful ly pursued in global health.

The commitment of Bi l l  and Melinda Gates

to improving global health and the impact that

their vision of change wil l  have is expressed by

US Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts:

"Through the unprecedented fbcus and gen-

erosity of their fbundation, Bi l l  and Melinda

have changed the outlook in publ ic health for the

developing world and raised awareness among

policymakers in the developed world that we

need to do more to address global health con-

cerns. .  .  [They] have animated their foundation

with a vivid sense olthe wonderful possibi l i t ies

o f the  fu tu re  and grounded i t  in  a  consc iousness

ofthe responsibi l i ty to ensure that our resources

are  used w ise ly  and we l l . "

In  add i t ion  to  the i r  $2 .5  b i l l i on  suppor t  {b r

improving global health equity, the Bi l l  &

Melinda Gates Foundation has committed, to

date ,  more  than $1 .5  b i l l i on  to  fund scho larsh ips

and high school improvements designed to dra-

matical ly increase the high school and col lege

graduation rates of the most disadvantaged stu-

dents in society. The fbundation is working with

public l ibraries to provide computers, Internet

access  and t ra in ing  to  pub l i c  l ib ra r ies  in  low:

income communi t ies  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and

Canada.  In  add i t ion ,  about  $300 mi l l ion  has  be . , t

committed to community pro. jects in the Pacif ic

Northwest and more than $432 mil l ion to special

projects.

While Bi l l  and Melinda Gates are actively in-

volved, they have delegated the management oF

the fbundation to Patty Stonesifer, a fbrmer Mi-

crosoft executive, and to Bi l l 's f 'ather, Wil l iam H.

Gates, Jr. "Melinda has a strong interest in chi l-

dren and early chi ldhood; Bi l l  is very interested

in medical interventions and new tools, in f igur-

ing out what is possible with new scienti f ic tech-

nology; and they are both passionate about how

these areas can work together," says Stonesif 'er.

In the words of Bi l l  Gates: "Mil l ions of l ives

can be and should be saved. .  .  this is a cause that

deserves more visibi l i ty. .  .  saving l ives. .  .  that 's

what i t  is al l  about."


