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With the advent of the antibiotic era, it

became poputar to regard infectious dis-

eases as a thing of the past. But in fact

they are the Leading cause of death world-

wide. Investigating the ways that bacteria

infect the host and cause disease remains a

highty retevant public heaLth endeavor.

Few peopLe have pLayed a greater role in

advancing our knowLedge of thjs process

than has Stantey FaIkow, Ph D, this year's

recipient of the MaxweIL Fintand Award

for Scientific Achievement.

Dr. FaLkow, professor of microbioLogy

and immunology at the Stanford University

SchooL of Medicine, is wideLy known as the

father of the fietd of pathogenesis-the

study of how infecting microbes and host

ceLls interact to cause disease. By adopting

highLy unconventionaI perspectives-for

exampIe, viewing inIection as a process

that uLtimateLy is mediated by the host-

Dr. FaLkow has made start[ing findings such

as the discovery that infectious microbes

empLoy genes that are activated on[y inside

host ceLts. The fruits of his work range

from cLjnicaI appLications, such as a

new vaccjne for whooping cough to such

fundamentaL advances in knowLedge as the

discovery of how ceLts are penetrated

by bacteria.

"Dr. FaLkow has made an inde[ibLe mark

on the fieLd of infectious disease research

in the second hatf of this century," says

Jon S. Saxe, president, Protein Design Labs.

Inc., Fremont, CA, and an NFID Trustee.

"IFor] over four decades, Dr. FaLkow has

pioneered infectious disease research

through his recognition of the roIe ptasmids

pLay in the devetopment of antibiotic resis-

tance and by originating the fietd of mjcro-

biaL pathogenesis, basic findings which

reverberate throughout the study of infec-

tious mechanisms. As did MaxweLI Fintand,






