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Building Awareness Throughout Respiratory 
Season: Program Overview

Annual Influenza/Pneumococcal News Conference: October 1, 2020

Á National Influenza Season Launch

Á Top-Tier Media Coverage

Á Visually Compelling Factsheets/Backgrounders

#LowerYourFluRisk : The Dangers of Influenza and COVID -19 
in Adults With Chronic Health Conditions

Á Updated Call to Action & Toolkit

Á Expanded Partner Outreach/Engagement

Á Patient Point In -Office Distribution Channels

Á Scientific American/ Healio

Season -Long Social Media Buzz

Á Twitter Chats

Á Motion Graphics

Á Leading by Example: # FightFlu

National Influenza Vaccination Week 

National Survey: Black Adult Perspectives on COVID -19 and Flu Vaccines



Annual Influenza/Pneumococcal 
News Conference: 
October 1, 2020 
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Á NFID influenza/pneumococcal news conference serves as agenda -setting media event 
reflecting updated medical, scientific, and public health priorities relevant to upcoming flu 
season

Á For 20+ years, NFID has partnered with government, industry, and leading non -profits to reach 
wide-ranging audiences about influenza and pneumococcal disease

Á Event converted to virtual format due to COVID -19 pandemic

National Influenza Season Launch

Á Nationally representative survey used strategically to generate strong media hook encouraging 
more US adults to get vaccinated against flu and pneumococcal disease amid  COVID -19 
pandemic

KAP Survey

Á High-profile panel of experts convey strong and unified commitment to reinforcing call to action 
for everyone age 6 months and older to get vaccinated against influenza and follow CDC ñTake 
3òapproach to flu protection

Á Media interviews conducted with panelists before, during, and after the news conference

Communicating  Key Messages

Á News conference and press kit archived online, enabling access throughout the season to a 
range of information for media and consumers including factsheets and infographics

Compelling Resources and Ongoing Outreach

Keeping the Nation Flu -Focused



NFID Annual Influenza/Pneumococcal Disease 
News Conference

Thursday, October 1, 2020

Virtual Event

www.nfid.org/2020flunews



Expert Panel Delivered Impactful Messages
US Health Officials Urge Influenza and Pneumococcal Disease Vaccination

Why Vaccination is More Important than Ever this Season
William Schaffner, MD
Medical Director, National Foundation for Infectious Diseases

Protecting the Nation from Flu and Pneumococcal Disease
Anthony S. Fauci, MD
Director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, National Institutes of Health 

Protecting Older Adults and Those with Chronic Health Conditions
Federico M. Asch, MD
Director, Cardiovascular Core Labs and Cardiac Imaging Research, MedStar Health Research 
Institute, MedStar Heart and Vascular Institute

Increasing Vaccination Rates Among Children and Addressing Health Disparities 
Patricia N. Whitley -Williams, MD
NFID President and Professor of Pediatrics; Chief of the Division of Pediatric Allergy, Immunology, 
and Infectious Diseases; and Associate Dean of Inclusion and Diversity, Rutgers Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical School



Collaboration and Support 

Leading public health/medical groups demonstrated strong and unified 
commitment to flu/pneumococcal disease prevention, including:



Top-Tier Media Coverage
Resulted in 2.7+ Billion Impressions

Media placements were secured in 
top-tier print/online/TV outlets

Á 40+ press via webcast

Á 640+ stories secured, including 42 ori ginal
stor ies

Á Highlights include ABC News, Associated 
Press, Axios, CNBC, Forbes, Fox News, 
Healio, Healthline, MedPage Today, and
The Washington Post

Á Online AP online story picked up by
439+ outlets reachi ng 49 US states

Á CNBC share d a stor y and stre amed the
event live on their website, reaching
wider audience

Á iHeartMedia interview with Schaffner
bro adcasted in 8+ states

*Online, print, TV, and radio figures are based on Cision, Critical Mention and Meltwater; includes press release impressions from PR Newswire



News Coverage Highlights

�³A flu vaccine only protects against influenza,
not the coronavirus . And while its effect iveness
varies from year to year, people vaccina ted
against flu don�¶t get as sick, avoidi ng
pneumon ia, hospitalization and death.�´
�² Wil liam Schaffner, MD

�³Get you rself and your
family vaccinated,�´ Fauci
said. �³I was vaccina ted two
days ago. I feel great, I�¶m
glad I did it. Hopeful ly it will
protect me and my famil y.�´
�² Anthony Fauci , MD

�³We beli eve the more vaccinated,
the more protected ...�´
�² Marla Dalton, CAE


