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It was Dr. Moellering’s original observations in the
laboratory, and subsequently in patients, that led to
the first demonstration of the clinical effectiveness of
penicillin-gentamicin therapy for enterococcal
endocarditis—now the worldwide standard treatment
of these infections. He and his colleagues were the first
to show that stool colonization and carriage of
enterococci is important in development of nosocomial
infections with resistant strains of enterococci.
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antimicrobials, but we are now at the point where the
parade of new antimicrobials is tapering off.”
He points out that over the past 20 years approvals
of new antibacterial agents have decreased by 56%.
“This is worrisome. Bacteria are becoming more resistant, so just at a time when we need more, we are
getting fewer,” says Dr. Moellering. “My hope is that in
the coming years the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry will be able to step in and fill this void.
But it’s touch-and-go right now in terms of whether they
can come up with new agents.”
While research occupies much of Dr. Moellering’s
energies and time, he is also involved in administration,
teaching, and clinical infectious disease practice. “I
served for the better part of 24 years as chairman of the
department and also ran the faculty practice plan here.
But I view administration as nothing more than a means
to an end--a means to create more effective clinical and
teaching programs in the department, and a way to
ensure that I could have an impact on the training of
physicians and the internal medicine house staff.”
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only does it give you a tremendous sense of satisfacability to resist antibiotic action. His incredible

tion in that you’ve done something worthwhile, but it

contributions have set the standard for successful

gives you some immediate gratification because you

investigation in this field,” stated Stephen H. Zinner,

can watch students who go on to successful careers.”

MD, chair of the department of medicine at Mount

Sentiments that would, no doubt, be appreciated

Auburn Hospital.

by Dr. Finland.

Today, looking back at his decades of studying new
antibiotics, Dr. Moellering voices some concern. “I
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