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sion of Social Medicine and Health Inequalities.
Through his scholarly books and articles, Dr. Farmer
compellingly conveys the health needs of the poor
and exposes the failure of the global community to respond to those needs; his most recent book is Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the
Poor. He has been a visiting professor at institutions
around the world.
Among the numerous awards Dr. Farmer has received are the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation “genius award”; the Duke University Humanitarian Award; and the Heinz Award for the Human
Condition. While accepting the Heinz Award in 2003,
Dr. Farmer stated, “as members of the world community, we must recognize that we can and should summon our collective resources to save countless lives
that we previously alleged to be beyond our help.” In
2005, Partners in Health received the $1.5-million
Hilton Humanitarian Prize. Dr. Farmer is the subject of
Pulitzer Prizewinner Tracy Kidder’s Mountains Beyond
Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a Man Who Would
Cure the World.
Dr. Joseph B. Martin, dean of Harvard Medical
School, describes Paul Farmer as follows: “Dr. Farmer
has committed his life to treating the poorest of the
poor and eliminating the inequities of global public
health. His vision, leadership, commitment and dedication are influencing a new generation of physicians,
affecting policy by raising the consciousness of policymakers, and ultimately improving the health of
mankind by acquiring and administering treatment for
thousands of patients who would otherwise be left untreated.”
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As members of the world community, we must
recognize that we can and should summon our collective
resources to save countless lives that we previously
alleged to be beyond our help. — PAUL E. FARMER

