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National Foundation for Infectious Diseases Presents Latest Updates on Vaccines in the 
Pipeline to Combat Antimicrobial Resistance 
 
Bethesda, MD (March 21, 2016) - The 19th Annual Conference on Vaccine Research, sponsored by 
the National Foundation for Infectious Diseases (NFID), will feature a special closing session at 3:30 
PM ET on April 20, 2016 to discuss the role of vaccines in combating antimicrobial resistance, with a  
focus on several promising vaccine candidates in the pipeline that target resistant pathogens. 
 
"Combating Antimicrobial Resistance: Vaccines in the Pipeline," co-sponsored by NFID and the 
Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO), will present the current policy and scientific landscape for 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) vaccines and the status of vaccines for key resistant pathogens in the 
pipeline, presenting the latest clinical trial data where possible. Panelists include: 
 

 Bruce Gellin, MD, MPH (Moderator), Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health and Director of the 
National Vaccine Program Office, US Department of Health and Human Services 

 Tim Cooke, PhD, CEO, NovaDigm Therapeutics 
 Kent Kester, MD, Vice President and Head, Translational Science and Biomarkers, Sanofi 

Pasteur 
 Charles Knirsch, MD, MPH, Vice President, Therapeutic Vaccines Program Lead, Vaccine 

Clinical Research and Development, Pfizer 
 Lewis Schrager, MD, Vice President, Scientific Affairs, Aeras 

 
AMR has been identified as an urgent public health priority by global policymakers. AMR is a daunting 
challenge that requires a comprehensive infectious disease strategy that leverages a range of 
innovative interventions and products in development, beyond antibiotics. Vaccines have a critical role 
to play in combating AMR by preventing infections and thereby reducing downstream consequences 
including hospitalization, morbidity, mortality, misuse of antibiotics, and the development of resistance.   
 
The AMR vaccine pipeline is not broad. There are currently about 20 vaccines in various stages of 
clinical development that target pathogens identified by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) as resistant threats. However, the impact of these vaccines could be enormous, as 
demonstrated by current vaccines such as pneumococcal vaccines.   
 
For additional information about the 19th Annual Conference on Vaccine Research, visit 
www.nfid.org/acvr. Credentialed members of the media should contact Joanna Colbourne at 
jcolbourne@nfid.org  to register. 
 
About NFID 
The National Foundation for Infectious Diseases (NFID) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization founded 
in 1973 dedicated to educating the public and healthcare professionals about the causes, treatment, 
and prevention of infectious diseases across the lifespan. 
 
About BIO 
The Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO) is the world's largest trade association representing 
biotechnology companies, academic institutions, state biotechnology centers, and related organizations 
across the United States and in more than 30 other nations. BIO members are involved in the research 
and development of innovative healthcare, agricultural, industrial, and environmental biotechnology 
products. 
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