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NFID Announces Recipients of Prestigious 2016 Awards 

Bethesda, MD (September 8, 2015) - The National Foundation for Infectious Diseases (NFID) has selected Robert E. Black, 
MD, MPH as recipient of the 2016 Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Humanitarian Award, Diane E. Griffin, MD, PhD as recipient of 
the 2016 Maxwell Finland Award for Scientific Achievement and Larry K. Pickering, MD as recipient of the 2016 John P. Utz 
Leadership Award. 

In recognition of his contributions as a world leading public health scientist and his lifetime contribution to improving the health 
of children in the developing world. NFID has selected Robert E. Black, MD, MPH to receive the 2016 Jimmy and Rosalynn 
Carter Humanitarian Award.  

“Dr. Black truly embodies the qualities of a compassionate global leader; his life is devoted to the betterment of health, 
happiness and the well-being of the sick, the poor and the deprived. He has not only saved, but improved the lives of millions 
of children around the world, and trained numerous public health leaders to do the same,” said Mathuram Santosham, MD, 
MPH, Director, Health Systems Program at Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health.  

In bestowing the 2016 Maxwell Finland Award for Scientific Achievement, NFID recognizes Diane E. Griffin, MD, PhD for her 

career as a distinguished virologist, renowned for her contributions to the fields of measles and alphaviruses. Dr. Griffin’s 
selection was based on her major scientific contributions, devoted care of mentoring of the next generation of infectious 
disease investigators, and the leadership she has provided to the global infectious diseases community. “Dr. Griffin is an 
outstanding scientist of enormous stature with an extraordinary record of service to the infectious diseases community, both in 
the United States and internationally,” said Anthony S. Fauci, MD, Director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases at the National Institutes of Health. 

Larry K. Pickering, MD has been selected to receive the 2016 John P. Utz Leadership Award in recognition of his outstanding 

leadership skills demonstrated at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases and the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), as well as key leadership roles at NFID. 
The award was established in honor of the late John P. Utz, MD, one of NFID’s original founders. 

The awards will be presented at the 2016 NFID Annual Awards Dinner on May 5, 2016 in Bethesda, MD. For additional 
information, visit www.nfid.org/awards.  

About the National Foundation for Infectious Diseases  

The National Foundation for Infectious Diseases (NFID) is a non-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization founded in 1973 and 
dedicated to educating the public and healthcare professionals about the causes, treatment, and prevention of infectious 
diseases across the lifespan. Visit http://www.nfid.org for more information. 
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