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to “turn back the tide of AIDS.”
Since leaving the White House, President

needed to implement eﬀective prevention, care,
and treatment to turn the tide. In response to this
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Clinton Foundation HIV/
AIDS Initiative, established
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eﬀort to expand access to
care and treatment in the
developing world. In
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work, Bill Clinton has been
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and AIDS by sixty percent; eight new AIDS drugs
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treatment, and prevention programs in over a
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dozen countries in Africa, Asia and the Caribbean.
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It provides business and clinical expertise to

But in the developing world it is a diﬀerent

develop operational plans that aim to dramatically

9

increase the numbers of patients receiving treatment by building the infrastructure and systems
necessary for high-quality HIV/AIDS care and
treatment. Former President Jimmy Carter
has praised the impact these eﬀorts have had on
bringing HIV/AIDS care and treatment within
reach of resource-poor countries: “The foundation
assists health leaders in these countries in implementing modern business procedures and protocols for the management of drug storage, tracking
and distribution, and
information sharing.”
To ensure that
programs can be sustained over the longterm, President Clinton
negotiated with manufacturers of generic
pharmaceuticals and
five other leading manufacturers to dramatically reduce the cost of high
quality aids drugs and two key diagnostic tests.
The agreements reduce the current price of drugs
in the developing world by one-third to one-half,
including for the most commonly used triple
therapy combinations. Dozens of countries have
already used the agreements to procure medicines
for tens of thousands of people who need them to
survive.
The prices available for the diagnostic tests are
up to eighty percent less than prices otherwise
available on the market. In sub-Saharan Africa,
the reductions represent savings of hundreds of
millions of dollars over the next five years. “These

companies, world leaders in their field, deserve

By pushing down the price of

credit for their willingness to make AIDS tests
more aﬀordable and more available to millions of
people in the developing world. They have

hiv/aids medicine and

demonstrated tremendous compassion and
corporate citizenship,” President Clinton said.
The Foundation has garnered funds from

laboratory tests, we are

outside sources, including the governments of
Canada, Ireland, Norway and Sweden, to help its
partner countries implement their HIV/AIDS

ramping up the ability of

programs. These funds go directly to the
governments in support of their national care and
treatment programs.

developing countries to treat

“We are systematically changing the economics
of AIDS treatment in places where before now
very few people have been able to receive life-

millions of people, and to

saving care,” says President Clinton. “By pushing
down the price of HIV/AIDS medicine and
laboratory tests, we are ramping up the ability of

do so with the kind of quality

developing countries to treat millions of people,
and to do so with the kind of quality care that
people with AIDS in the developed world usually

care that people with

receive.”
“When you leave the White House, you lose a
lot of power, so you have to trade power for

aids in the developed world

influence and impact,” President Clinton said in
an interview with the Chronicle of Philanthropy.
“You try to find the things that you care the most

usually receive.

about, that you think are of real importance and
where you think you can have an impact.” Mr.
Clinton is clearly making an impact tackling the
challenge of HIV/AIDS in the developing world.

— w.j. clinton

