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Recipieni of the 200r Moxweil Finrond Aword for scientific Achievement

rnere ore some scieni isls who iower over rhe resugs of rheir work. no morter how
signif icont. There qre others whose work towers over ihem. This yeor,s recipieni of
rhe Moxwe' Finrond Aword for Scienti f ic Achievemeni, Robert Ausfr ion, MD, is o
member of the second qrouo.

self-effocing, ormosr to o fouri ,  Dr. Austr ion, choirmon Emeri ius of ihe Deportment
of Reseorch Medicine oi the University of pennsyrvonio school of Medicine, is
neverlheless widely known, not only becouse of his disi inguished coreer in reseorch
medicine, but orso becouse of his singre-minded pursufi  of o singre bocierrum _
slreplococcus pneumonioe ond ihe diseoses i i  couses. os weil  os the deveropmeni
of o pneumococcor voccine ond the subsequent controversies over ts eff icocv.

s' pneumonioe iook over Dr. Ausirion's professionor rife. He become known os ..Mr.
Pneumococcus," epitomized by the titie of o coilecfion of his pubrished popers, Life
with fhe Pneumococcus. In rgg6, the rote Dovid Rogers, MD, then president of ihe
Roberf wood Johnson Foundoiion soid, "Dr Auslrion hos sluck, singre-mindedry, rnoeeo
olmosl fonoticolly, lo work on this orgonism ond ihe humon illnesses il produces.,,

Dr'  Austr ion's work with the pneumococcus is of course weil  known ro this oudience,
but i t  is worth summorizing i f  onry becouse ir demonsirotes the vorue of quesrioning
occepred dogmo: Things ore not orwoys whot they seem. This, certoinry, wos Tne
si luoi ion in 1g52 when Dr. Austr ion come io Krngs county Hospitor-Downsrore
Medicol cenier in Brooklyn from Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. Dr Austrron nod
become interested in the pneumococcus whire o resident or Johns Hopkins. He





ffi*-'
dF,.

s , 3

dw-

%e,

' 6 sr dtf,##,"'*-r 
ff"

.,-%
%d@--'
1b -"




